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MUHAMMAD ALEXANDER RUSSEL WEBB
(U.S.A))
Diplomat, Author & Journalist

I have been requested to tell you why I, an American, born in a country which is
nominally Christian, and reared under the drippings, or more properly perhaps the drivelling,
of an orthodox Presbyterian pulpit.pulpit, came to adopt the faith of Islam as my guide in life.
might reply promptly and truthfully that iI adopted this religion because I , after protracted
study, that it was the best and only system adapted to the spiritual needs of humanity. And
here let me say that I was not born as some boys seem to be, with a fervently religious
strrstrain in my character. When I reached the age of 20, and became practically my own
master, 1 was so tired of the restraint andand dullness of the Church, that I wandered away
from it and never returned to it...Fortunately I was of an enquiring turn of mind-I wanted a
reason for everything, and I found that neither laymen nor clergy could give me any rational
explanation of this faith, but either told me that such things were mysterious or that they were
beyond my comprehension. About eleven years ageago I became interested in the study of
Oriental riligions. . I saw Mill and Locke, Kant, Hegel, Fichte, Huxley, and many other more
or less learned writers discoursing with a great show of wisdom concerning protoplasm and
monads, and yet not one of them could tell me what the soul was or what became of it after
death ... I have spoken so much of myself in order to show you that my spoken so much of
myself in order to show you that my adoption of Islam was not the result of misguided
sentiment, blind credulity, oror sudden emotional impulse, but it it was born of earnest,
honest, persistent, unprejudiced study and investigation and an intense desire rto know the
truth .

The essence of the true faith of Islam is resignation to the will of God and its corner is
prayer. It reaches universal fraternity, universal love, and universal benevolence, and requires -
purity of mind, purity of action, purity of speech and perfect physical cleanliness. It, beyond
doubt, is the simplest and most elevating form of religion known to man.

MUHAMMAD ALEXANDER RUSSEL WEBB was born in 1846 at Hudson, Columbia county, New York, Educated at Hudson
and New York he became an essayist and a short-story writer,writer. He took to journalism and became the editor of St. Yospeh
Gazette and of Missouri RepRepublican. In 1887 he was appointed UUnited States consul at Manila, Phillipines. It was during this
assignment that he studiedstudied Islam and jiojoined its fold. AfterAfter becoming Muslim he extensively toured the word of
Islamlslam and devoted the rest of his life to Missionary work. He also became the head of the Islamic Propaganda Mission in U.S.A.
Mr. Webb died on Ist October 1916.
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So much about the circumstances of my becoming a Muslim. Since then I was asked, time
and again : ““ why did you embrace Islam ? What was it that attracted you particularly ? ** —and
I must confess : I don’t know of any satisfactory answer. It was not any particular teaching
that attracted me, but the whole wonderful, inexplicably coherent structure of moral teaching
and practical life programme. I could onot say, even now, which aspect of it appeals to me
more than any other. Islam appears to me like a perfect work of architecture. All its parts are
harmoniously conceived to complement and support each other; nothing is superfluous and
nothing lacking, with the result of an absolute balance and solid composure. Probably this
feeling that everything in the teachings and postulates of Islam is *“ in its proper place. >’ has
created the strongest impression on me. There might have been, along with it, other
impressions also which today it is difficult for me to analyse. After all, it was a matter of love;
and love is composed of many things: of our desires and our loneliness, of our high aims and
our shortcomings, of our strength and our weakness. So it was in my case. Islam came over
me like a robber who enters a house by night ; but, unlike a robber, it entered to remain for
good .

Ever since then I endeavoured to learn as much as I could about Islam. I studied the
Qur’an and the Traditions of the prophet ( peace and blessings be upon him ); I studied the
language of Islam and its history, and a good deal of what has been written about it and against
it. I spent over fivefive ywyears in the Hijaz and Najd, mostly in al-Madinah, so that I might
experience something of the original surroundings in which this religion was preached by the
Arabian prophet. As the Hijaz is the meeting centre of Muslims from many countries. I was
able to compare most of the different religious and social views prevalent in the Islamic world
in our dadays. Those studies and comparisions created in me the firm conviction that Islam, as
a spiritual and social phenomenon, is still in spite of all the drawbacks caused by the
deficiencies of the Muslims, by far the greatest driving force mankind has ever experienced;
and all my interest became, since then, centred around the problem of its regeneration .

MUHAMMAD ASAD, Leopold Weiss, was born in Livow, Austria ( later Poland ) in 1900, and at the age of 22 maede his visit to
the Middle East. He later became an outstanding foreing correspondent for the Franfurtur Zeitung., and after his conversion to Islam
travelled and worked throughout the Muslim world, from North Africa to as far East as Afghanistan. After years of devoted study he
became one of the leading Muslim scholars of our age. After the establishment of pakistan, he was appointed the Director of the
Department of Islamc Reconstruction, West punjap and later on became pakistan's Alternate Representative at the United Nations.
Muhammad Asad’s two important books are : Islam ar the Crossroads and Road to Mecca. He also produced a monthly journal Arafar.
At present he is working upon an English translation of the Holv Quran .
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MUHAMMAD ASAD
(Austria)
Statesman, Journalist and Author

In 1922 1 left my native country, Austria, to through Africa and Asia as a Special
Correspondent to some of the leading Continental newspapers, and spent from that year
onward nearly the whole of my time in the Islamic East. My interest in the nations with
which I came into contact was in the beginning that of an outsider only. I asaw before me a
social order and an outlook on life fundamentally different rfrom the European; and from
thsthe very first there grew in me a sympathy for the more tranquil-I should rather say : more
human—conception of life, as compared with ththe hasty, mechanised mode of living in Eurdpe
. This sympathy gradually led me to an investigation of the reasons for such a difference, and I
became interested in the religious tateachings of the Muslims. At the time in question, that
interest was not strong enough to draw me into the fold of Islam, but it opened to me a new
vista of a progressive human society, organised with a minimum of internal conflicts and a
maximum of real brotherly feeling. The reality, however, of presentday Muslim life appeared
to be very forfar from the ideal possibilities given in the religious teachings of Islam. Whatever
in Islam, had been progress and movement, had turnedamong the Muslims, into indolence
and stagnation; whatever there had been of generosity and readiness for self-sacrifice, had
become, among the present-day Muslims, perverted into narrow-mindedness and love of an
easy life .

Prompted by this discovery and puzzled by the obvious incongruency between Once and
Now, 1 tried to approach the problem before me from a more intimate point of view : that is, [
tried to imagine myself as being within the circle of Islam. It was a purely intellectual
experiment; and it revealed to me, within a very short time, the right solution. I realised that
the one and only reason for the social and cultural decay of the Muslims consisted in the fact
that they had gradually ceased to follow the teachings of Islam in sbirit. Islam was still there ; -
but it was a body without soul. The very element which once had stood for the strength of the
Muslim world was now responsible for its weakness : Islamic society had been built, from the
very outset, on religious foundations alone, and the weakening of the foundations has
necessarily weakened the cultural structure-and possibly might cause its ultimate
disappearance .

The more I understood how concrete and how immensely practical the teachings of Islam
are, the mor eager became my questioning as to why the Muslims had abandoned their full
application to real life. I discussed this problem with many thinking Muslims in almost all the
countries between the Lybian Desert and the pamirs, between the Bosphorus and the Arabian
Sea. It almost became an obsession which ultimately overshadowed all my other intellectual
interests in the world of Ialslam. The questioning steadily grew in emphasis—until I, a
non-Muslim, talked to Muslims as if I were to defend Islam from their negligence and
indolence. The progress was imperceptible to me, until one day—it was in autumn 1925, in the
mountains of Afghanistan—a young provincial Governor said to me : *“ But you are a Muslim,
only you don’t know it yourself. ** I was struck by these words and remained silent. But when I
came back to Europe once again, in 1926, I saw that the only logical consequence of my
attitude was to embrace Islam .
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Here is another instance of charity. I received a letter—it was of my leaning towards
Islam-in which the writer told me that if I did not believe in the Divinity of Christ { could not
be saved. The question of rthe Divinity of Christ never seemed to me nearly so important as
that other question : ¢ Did he give God’s message to mankind ?° Now if I had any doubt about
this latter ppoint it would worry me a great deal, but thank God, I have no doubts, and I hope
that my faith in Christ and his inspired teachings is as firm as that of any other Muslim or
Christian. As I have often asaid before, Islam and Christianity, as taught by Christ himself, are

sister religions, only held apart by dogmas and technicalities which might very well be
dispensed with .

In the present day men are prone become atheists when asked to subscribe to dogmatic
and intolerant beliefs, and there is doubtless a craving for a religion appealing to the
intelligence as wall as to the sentiments of men. Whoever heard of a Muslim turning
atheist ? There may have been some cases, but I very much doubt it .

There are thousands of men-and women, too, I believe -who are at heart Muslims, but
convwntion, fear of adverse comments, and desire to avoid any worry or change, conspire to
keep them from openly admitting the fact. I have taken the step, though I am quite aware that
many friends and relatives now look upon me as a lost souksoul and past praying for. And yet I
am just the same in my beliefs as [ was twenty years ago ; it is the outspoken utterance which
has lost me their good opinion .

Having briefly given some of the reasons for adopting the teachings of Islam, and having
explained that I consider myself by that very act a far better Christian than I was before, I can
only hope that others will follow the example-which I honestly believrhonestly believe is a
good one-which will bring happiness to any one looking upon the step as one in advance rather
than one in any way hostile to true Christianity .

Lord Headley al-Farooq ( Rt. Hon. Sir Rowland George Allanson ] was born 1855 A.D. and was a leading British peer, statesman
and author. Educated in Cambridge, he became a peer in 1877, served in the army as a captain and later on as Lieut. Colonel in 4th
Battalion of North Minister Fustliers. Although an engineer by profession he had wide literary tastes. One time he was the editor of
the ** Salisbury Journal **. He was also the author of several books, most well known amongst them being : 4 Western Awakening to
Islam. Lord Headley embraced Islam on 16th November 1918 and adopted the Muslim name of Shaikh Rahmatullah al-Farrooq. The
Lord was a widely travelled man and he visited India in 1928 .
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HOW DID THEY CHOOSE ISLAM ?

The following pages present the imprssions of some such persons, unfolding the stories of
their pilgrimage to Islam :

AL-HAJ LORD HEAIDLEY AL-FAROOQ
(Engiand )
(Peer, Statesman and Author )

It is possible some of my firends may imagine that I have been influenced
by Mahomedans, but this is not the cause, for my present convictions are
solely the outcome of many years of thought. My actual conversations with
educated Muslims on the subject of religlon only commenced a few weeks ago,
and need I say that I am overjoyed to find thah all my theorles and conclusions
are entirely in accord with Islam .

Conversion, according to the Koran, should come out of free choice and spontaneous
judgement, and never be attained by means of compulsion. Jesus meant the same thing when
he said to his discdisciples : > And whosoever shall not recevreceive you nor hear you, when
ye depart there.... (St. Mark, vi.

I have known very many instances of zealous protestants who have thought it their duty
to visit Roman Catholic homes in order to make ‘converts’ of the inmates. Such irritating and
unneighbourly conduct is, of course, very obnoxious, and has invairably led to much
{ll-feeling—stirring up strife and hastending to bring religion into contempt. I am sorry to think
that Christian missonaries have also tried these methods with their Muslim brethren; though, I
am at a loss to conceive, why should they try to convert those who are already better
Christians than they are themselves ? I say © better Christians® advisedly, because charity,
tolerance and broad-mindedness in the Muslim faith come nearer to what christ himself taught
than do the somewhat narrow tenets of the various Christian Churches.

To take one example : the Athnasian Creed, which treats the Trinity in a very confusing
manner. -In this Creed, which is very important and deals conclusively with one of the
fundamental tenets of the * Churches , it is laid down most clearly that it represents the
Catholic faith, and that if we do not believe it we shall perish everlastingly. Then we are told
that we must think of the Trinity if we want to be saved - in other words that the idea is of a God
whom we in one breath hail as merciful and in the very next breath whom we accuse of
injustice and cruelty, qualities which we would attribute to the most blood-thirsty human
tyrant. As if God, Who is before all and above all, would be in any way influenced by what a
poor mortal * thinks of the Trinity * .
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IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE MERCIFUIL

Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run
out, even if twice as much ink

“were provided.”

(Qur’an 18:109)
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