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New Era:

With the advent the Prophet a new era dawned upon the city of Yathrib. The two tribes of
Aus and Khazraj rallied round the standard of Islam and they bore the noble title of Ansar
(helpers ). The faithful people who had forsaken their birthplace in the way of Allah received
the title of Muhajireen (emigrants ). In order to unite the Ansar and Muhajireen in closer
bonds under the banner of fraternity and equality, the Prophet established a common
brotherhood which linked them together in sorrow and in happiness. Yathrib changed its
ancient name and became as Madina tunNabi (the city of the Prophet ) or Al-Madinah Al
Munawwarah ( The illuminated city ). It is now shortly called Madinah. Immediately after the
commencement of fraternization between Ansar and Muhajireen on the other hand, the
nucleus of the Muslim community had emerged.

A New Community :

Till the Hijra the Prophet had been a Preacher only. From then he was the ruler of a state,
a very small one at first, which grew in ten years to a developed state. The kind of guidance
which he and his people needed after the Hijra was not the same as that which they had before
needed. Because till then the Prophet was giving guidance to the individuals as a warner,
thenceforth he started to give guidance to growing community, in all walks of life, as a law

giver, reformer, and an exemplary ruler.

The Prophet had begun the reorganisation of the community by developing the spiritual
as well as the material aspects of life, for the welfare of the individual and the society is largely
dependent on these two aspects.

The Proph'et’s first concern as a ruler and preacher was to establish public worship and lay
down the constitution of the state. Soon he built a mosque, in a simple form, its walls were of
brick and earth, and its roof was of palm leaves. Everything in this humble place of worship
was conducted with the greatest simplicity. A portion of the mosque was set apart as a shelter
for those who had no home of their own. The Prophet preached and prayed in this simple
structure, suited to the simple and natural religion he preached. The devoted hearts around
him beat in harmony and affection with his soul-stirring words of his speeches.

His life and works are a clearly written record, no mystery and no tales around his life

story. The life of the Prophet Muhammad puts before mankind the key to the treasures of a
simple, but meaningful life.

- YV
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but when his horse got up, the 100 camels made him forget his promise. He started again
to follow them, but again, when he approached, the horse’s hooves began to sink in the sand.
Surakah called again the Prophet, promising not to follow him, but again he did so, and the
same thing happened the third time. Surakah fell from the back of his horse . He swore
before the Prophet that this time he really would not follow the Prophet. A

The Prophet continued on his way to Madinah. On their way they felt hungry and
thirsty. They passgd a tent in the desert, with a bedouin woman there. They asked her if she
had something to drink. she apologized to them as she had nothing at all, apart from a very
weak and old goat and this didn’t give milk. When the Prophet touched the udder, however,
it gave plenty of milk and they drank as much as they wished, leaving a lot for the woman and
her husband. After they had left the woman was astonished to find that the goat continued to
give plentiful supply of milk ! . The woman and her husband always remembered this blessed
day when this Blessed man came to her tent and whom she didn’t know.

The Prophet in Madinah :

News of the Prophet reached the people of Yathrib, and spread through the town, and he
was expected there before his arrival. They all wanted to be the first to see him This was a
feast day among the people of Yathrib, when they saw the Prophet was with them.

The Prophet entered the city of Yathrib ( Madinah ) on Friday 16th Rabi awwal ( 2nd July
622 A.D.). From that day the Prophet settled in Madinah, and because of the importance of
that day it is regarded as the beginning of Hijra Year.

The departure of the Prophet from Makkah to Madinah was a clear division in the history
of his mission . It marked the end of 13 years of persecution and humiliation, and beginning
of the 10 years of success and accomplishments. The Prophet entered the city of Yathrib
(Madinah ) in the company of his faithful friend, Abu Bakr, after several adventures, marking
the greatest development in the human history. From the moment of his advent into
Madinah he stood foremost amongst the grandest of figures upon whom the light of history
has ever shone.

According to the history of the city of Yathrib, it was founded by an Amalakite chief,
whose name it bore until the advent of the Prophet. The city is said to have been inhabited by
the Amalakites. Flying before Greek, Roman and Babylonian persecutors or avengers, the
Jews entered Arabia and established themselves in Yathrib and its environs in the northern
part of Hijaz. The successive colonies of Jews overwhelmed and destroyed the indigenous
people. They had domineered over the neighbouring Arab tribes and they established fortifiol
colonies. The most important of these colonies were the Banu Kainuka near Madinah, Banu
Nadir at Khaiber, and Banu Kuriza at Fidak. The two Arab tribes of Aus and Khazraj at
Y athrib were living in habitual feuds and quarreling among themselves.

- YA -
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(being abbreviated letters ) By the wise Quran. You are truly among the Messengers, on a

straight path; the sending down of the AlMighty, the All Wise, that you might warn a people
whose fathers were never warned, so they are heedless. The word has been realised against
most of them, yet they do not believe. Surely, We have put on their necks fetters up to the
chin, so their heads are raised and We have covered them so they do not see . (36 : 19).

And after he had left they noticed the time had passed and thought he had not yet come

out of his house, as he usually did. They were worried and looked through the key hole.

They saw some one sleeping on the bed. They decided to wait until daybreak as they didn’t
know what had happened. When the sun rose they saw that the person asleep on the bed was
not Muhammad and they were filled with rage and went around looking for him everywhere,
realising that their plot had failed. Then they started to search outsidg Makkah, offering a
reward of one hundred camels to anyone who could find the Prophet, alive or not.

The Prophet went to his friend Abu Bakr, who was waiting for him. When he reached his
house, Abu Bakr made arrangements with his family and his workmen. Then he and
Muhammad left together. They went to the cave out side Makkah on the way to Madinah.

This cave was called the Cave of * Thaur’. When they reached there the Prophet told his
friend they would spend sometime in this cave. They went in and stayed there for three days.

Abu Bakr asked a shepherd there to graze his sheep around the cave during the day and to
come and stay there during the night to inform him of the news from the people of Makkah.
This shepherd let his sheep move around the cave until they had removed the footprints of the
Prophet and his companion and, during the night, he gave them milk and food and informed
thpm of what the people of Makkah were saying about them.

During their stay in the cave the people of Makkah came to the mouth of the cave,

looking for them. Abu bakr told the Prophet : *“ O Prophet if one of them looked at his feet,
they would see us !; But the Prophet answered : ¢ Don’t worry, Abu Bakr, no harm will come
to those whom God is with **. There was a spider’s web at the mouth of the cave and a bird
had come and put two of her eggs there. When the people saw the web and the eggs they did
not look inside the cave, as someone remarked : *“ This was there even before Muhammad was
born ™!
When the people of Makkah left, Muhammad and his companion stayed for three more
days and then went on their way. On their way to Madinah something extraordinary
happened. One whose name was Surakah ibn Malik, heard about the reward of one hundred
camels and someone told him that three men had been seen in the desert, he knew it must be
the Prophet and his friends. Then he got upon his horse and followed them. When he
approached them his.horse’s fore legs sank into the sand and when he tried to lift the horse up
he couldn’t until the Prophet had gone far ahead. Then Surakah cried : “ O Muhammad, ask
God to free my horse and I shall not follow you *.

- Y4
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rejected this idea also, saying that his words influenced people so greatly that he would soon
find other tribes to accept his call and would establish a strong army with thousands of soldiers
and everyone would join him.

Then the third suggestion was made. They would choose one young man from each tribe
in Makkah and each of them would have a sharp sword. They would be ordered to go to
Muhammad and all of them would share in his killing. His family would be given the ransom
for his life and would not be able to fight every tribe represented by the assassination. This
suggestion was accepted. They quickly started to put this plan into action and chose the
young men who would take part in the plot and the arrangements were made for a certain time
and date. Before this, Muhammad had advised most of his companions to emigrate to
Madinah. His friend Abu Bakr did not go, as Muhammad asked him to wait behind. Perhaps
they could find another companion and leave together.

Miracles of Hijra :

When the decision to kill the Prophet was made by the people of Makkah he was warned
of it through a Revelation from God. God ordered him to leave Makkah and go to Madinah
on the night they planned to kill him. The Prophet started to prepare for this journey and he
went to Abu Bakr one day at noon and informed him what they were to do. He instructed
him to make arrangements for the journey and to find some one who had experience of the
desert.

The day before the night of departure the Prophet called his cousin, Ali ibn Abutalib and
asked him to get ready to sleep in his house that night, in place of the Prophet. He also
instructed him to return all the deposits he had kept to his followers who had put all their trust
in Muhammad, and for this reason any one who had something very precious and wanted to
keep it in a safe place would ask Muhammad to take care of it. The Prophet wanted to stand
by his duty and return all these things and so had to choose a member of his own family to do
this .

That night the Prophet went to bed as usual and during the night these young men came
and took their places, standing outside his frontdoor, their hands placed on their swords.

They were ready to kill the Prophet as soon as he came out; they knew of his regular habit of
leaving his house late at night to go to the Ka‘ba to pray until dawn.

Hijra to Madinah :

It is related that when the Prophet wanted to leave the house, God caused these men to
feel so tired that they went to sleep while standing in their positions and Muhammad ( peace be
upon him ) came out without their knowledge, reciting these verses of the Quran: *“ Ya Sin

- YV o
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It was clear there was no help at all for the Prophet from anyone on earth When he came
near to Makkah the news of the failure of his journey had got there before him, and he
couldn’t enter Makkah without first sending a message to a man called A-Mutt‘im ibn Adwie,
asking him to be his protector, as was the custum of the Arab tribes at that time.

Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq :

It was in this situation that the Journey from Makkah to Jerusalem and from Jerusalem to
heaven took place, to give spiritual aid to the Prophet, and to assure him that Allah was with
him always, even if there was no one to help him from the creation; and at the same time,
through this journey he saw many signs that showed him the power of God, to give him more
aid; as the Holy Quran says : *“ To show him from among Our signs **.

This journey took place during part of one night and was over before the dawn broke. On
the next day, when the Prophet informed the people of Makkah about this journey they
became enraged and they accused the Prophet Muhammad, calling him a liar, and they tried to
use the strangeness of this event as proof to persuade people to give up the religion. They
even tried to influence Abu Bakr ( may Allah bless him ) with this.

They asked, * Do you know what your friend has said* * What did he say ? * said Abu
Bakr. He claims that he went to Jerusalem during the night and returned before dawn °, they
said; * A journey of one month each way ! How can this be done in few hours of the night ? **
** If he said so, then he is telling the truth **.  Abu Bakr replied.

The people of Makkah were astonished. ‘ Do you believe him, then ?° they asked. **
Why not ? > Abu Bakr answered. * I would believe more than that about him. I believe that
the revelation came from heaven *.

13 Years in Makkah :

The Prophet had spent 13 years in Makkah calling its people to Islam, using every means
he had to help them accept his call. But for their part, they used every means to stop him
from continuing his call, they hurt him and they persecuted his followers, they even killed
some of them. They wanted to kill him too but that they did not try as they were afraid of his
family. But when they could find no other way to stop him they had a meeting in a house in
Makkah to discuss a way to stop Muhammad from calling people to his religion.

During that discussion one of them suggested putting him in prison and leaving him to
die, without food or water. The others did not agree‘ with this, arguing that some of his
followers would help him to escape, he might persuade the guards to let him free, for his
influence on ;;eople was so profound. Another proposal was that they should drive him out of
their country and let him do what he liked elsewhere. But the members of the meeting
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Taif he began by meeting the heads of the tribes, discussing with them the matter of belief, and
inviting them to the religion of Islam. But unfortunately their response was not good, and he
had to bear the hardship of receiving their refusal. He asked them to keep his discussion with
them a secret in order to keep the people of Makkah from knowing about this failure in Taif.

But they would not agree to this, and their words to him were very impolite. One man
swore by Allah that if the Prophet spoke the truth, then he was their superior and should not
speak to them, because discussion between them would be unsuitable. But if, on the other
hand the Prophet was a liar, then he was the inferior of the tribesmen and they should not keep

the company of such an inferior.

His experience in Taif :

When the Prophet ( Peace be upon him ) began to leave the town, the people ordered their
slaves and naughty children to line the street on either side of his way and to stone him as he
walked. until the blood flowed and covered his heels. His servant Zaid tried to protect him,
but was unable. After the Prophet left the town he was in a most unhappy state, and sat down
under the shade of some trees.

These trees were on the boundary of a vineyard which belonged to two men from Quraish,
whose names were Otbah and Shaibah, sons of Rabia. These two saw what had happened to
the Prophét, and felt pity for him, and sent a slave of theirs to him with a bunch of grapes.

When the Prophet started to eat he said, * Bismillah AIRahman AlRahim ( In the name of
God, the Merciful, the Compassionate )**. The slave was astonished to hear those words, and
said, ¢ Sir, this was a custom not used by the people of this region’. The Prophet asked him
which country do you come from? The man answered,’ I come from Ninawa’. The Prophet
said, ‘ It is the town of the righteous man, Younos ibn Matta’. How do you know Younos ?
the man said. ¢ He is my brother °, said the Prophet, He was a Prophet, and I am a Prophet,
also. The man knelt down and kissed the hands of the Prophet. His masters were most
surprised to see him behaving in this way. When they questioned him about his conversation
with the Prophet, and heard his answer, they warned him not to be affected by the ways of
Muhammad ( Peace be on him ).

Then the Prophet raised his hands praying to God : * O my Lord ! You are my God, and
the God of those who are weak, to whom do you leave me, ? to an enemy, giving him full
control of my affairs, ? Iask You, by the light of Your Face, by which the darkness becomes
shining and by which the whole earth and the heavens stand in order to give me Your help, so

long as I know You are not angry with me, I don’t care what people do against me ™.
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Public call :

It was the first time that the Prophet had made a public announcement of his call, but the
people were astonished at the information he gave them, because he had never told a lie, and
yet what he asked them was extraordinary. One of his uncles, Abu Lahab, got annoyed and
spoke to him harshly.

From that time onward, the Prophet started to call people to accept Islam, openly, and at
the same time the people of Quraish to inflict more and more harm upon him; he continued
his call and did not give any attention to the harm he suffered from the people.

The Ascension of the Prophet :

There is a chapter in the Holy Quran called Al-Isra. In the Beginning of the chapter,
Allah says : “ Glory be to Allah who took His servant by night from the inviolable place of
worship to the far distant place of worship, the nighbourhood whereof We have blessed, that
We might show him our tokens ! Lo ! He, only He is the Hearer, the Seer .

This is about the journey from Makkah to J erusalem, and other Journey, from Jerusalem
to Heaven. It is mentioned in detail in the Hadith of the Prophet and some verses of the Holy
Quran in’Surat an-Najm’, refer to this event.

But we have to know why this event took place at this particular time in the life of the
Prophet, and what was the significance of it, and exactly what happened during that night. It is
related that within the space of one year the Prophet lost his uncle, Abu Talib, who used to
protect him from the aggression of the people of Makkah, and also his wife, Khadija, who was
a good wife to him, and who used to smooth for him the various difficulties he had to face
from people outside the house. The loss of these two persons in one year caused a lot of
sorrow for the Prophet ( Ptace be upon him ) and he called this year the year of sorrow. After
the death of Abu Talib the people of Quraish harrassed the Prophet more and more, and when
he went home he did not find anyone to make it easy for him as Khadija used to do.

Journey To Taif :

It was a hard time for the Prophet, and it seemed there was no helper or protector in
Makkah. Therefore he decided to go to the town of Taif, in which the tribe of Thaqif lived, to
call them to Islam, hoping that he would find a helper from among them. He started the
Jjourney from Makkah to Taif with his servant, Zaid and the Prophet kept his journey secret,
because he didn’t know if the people of Taif would accept his call or not. When he arrived in
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Khadija’s Faith This was a shock for Muhammad ( peace be upon him), and he was
amazed. He turned his face away but wherever he turned the voice came to him and he saw
the Angel. He could not understand how such a thing could have happened to him, and he
left the cave and returned quickly to his home. But on the way the Angel appeared to him and
the voice of the Angel filled his ears. He was afraid and when he reached his house his wife
knew he was worrid and he asked her to bring plenty of blankets as he was so cold. Sweat
flowed from his face. When he had become calm and his wife was beside him, he wondered
what had happened to him. His wife asked him to explain what had happened as she wanted
to remove this worry from his mind.

When he told her, she told him not to worry, and she reminded him that Allah will never
disgrace those who help the weak and give money for the poor and spend their lives helping
others, as Muhammad had always done. Then he slept. The Prophet’s wife had an uncle
called Waraga Ibn Nawfal. He was an old man and he was one of those who rejected idolatory
and was looking for an ideal religion. He had read the Old and New Testament and he
followed Christianity. He there fore had a knowledge of prophethood and revelation. From
his knowledge he had come to know the religious men of the ¢ People of the Book * and knew
from them that they were expecting the Prophet to come.

Khadija took the Prophet to him. And when the Prophet told him what happened,
Waraga said, ¢ By Allah, you are the Prophet for whom we have been waiting. 1 hope 1 shall
live until your people drive you out . The Prophet asked him : ** Will they drive me out ™.

And Waraga explained that no one had ever told his people such things without being driven
out. Waraqa promised that if he lived he would do every thing he could to help Muhammad.

The First Believers :

Muhammad ( peace be upon him ) started to speak to his close friends and his own family.
Khadija, his wife, was the first woman to accept Islam, and Abu-Bakr the first man. Ali Ibn
Abitalib, his cousin was the first boy to accept Islam, and Zaid was the first servant to accept
Islam. The number started to increase slowly through the personal contaet of the Prophet and
his close friend, Abu Bakr, but when he received the verse ** warn your close relatives » it was
a sign to inform the whole people of Makkah of his cause.

The Prophet climbed a hill called AlSafa and started to call out : * O people of Makkah !>’
with a loud voice. They were sitting around Ka’ba. When they heard his voice they came
and gathered round him. He said : ** What would you say if I informed you that there is an
army coming to attack you from the other side of the mountain ?* They answered : “ We
never knew you to tell lies. > Then he said : ** I am the manifest warner, and I am the Prophet

of God to you, and therefore I call you to worship God alone and not worship idols **.
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Nobility :

One of the leaders suggested that they should accept the judgement of the first man to
enter the place. This suggestion was readily accepted, because nobody wanted this threat to
continue; they were afraid of the consequences as they might well be killed. They all stood
with their eyes facing towards the way which léd to the Ka‘ba. Then they saw the Prophet
Muhammad coming towards them. At that time Muhammad had not claimed to be a prophet
but he was the most highly respected man in Makkah renowned for his honesty and
trustworthiness. For this reason they used to call him Al-Sadiq, Al-Amin — the trustworthy,
the truthful and when they saw him coming all of them cried with one voice : ¢ Al-Sadig
Al-Amin” ! in a tone of appreciation. And they all felt happy and at peace in their minds and
they felt sure no harm would now befall any of them, and that whatever Muhammad’s
decision, it would be accepted by all.

When they explained the problem he requested them to bring a piece of cloth and he
chose four men, one from each tribe. He then placed the stone 6n the cloth and asked each of
the four men to take one corner. The four men then shared the carrying of the stone until
they came near to the wall, and the Prophet then took the stone in his hands and put it in its
place in the wall. By making this decision he was able to prevent the ‘ blood bath ® and peace
prevailed in Makkah. This too, was the first day that the people realised the outstanding
wisdom of Muhammad ( peace be upon him ) and he came to be regarded as the most revered
person in Makkah.

First Revelation :

It was his practice to retire with his family for a month every year to a cave in the desert
for meditation. His place was the cave on Mount of Hira, and his chosen month was
Ramadan. It was one night towards the end of this month that the first Revelation came to
him, when he was 40 years old.

The Angel Gabriel came to him and said : “ O Muhammad ! ® You are the messenger of
God and I am the Angel Gabriel. Then he embraced him strongly and said : “ Read *. The
Prophet answered : ““I cannot read”. Then the Angel embraced him again and said :
“Read . The Prophet answered : *“ But I am unable to read . The Angel embraced him for
the third time strongly, and said : * Read in the name of thy Lord who created. Created man
from a clot. Read and your Lord is the Most Generous. He taught man by the pen. Taught
man what he knew not . [96:1-5)
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It is recalled that with all his affection for his People, he seemed far removed from them,
in his ways of life and mode of thoughts. The lawlessness prevailed among the people of
Arabia, the sudden outbursts of causeless and meaningless quarrels among the tribes, and the
immorality of the people, naturally caused feelings of intense horror and disgust in his mind.
Marriage :

In the 25th year of his age, he travelled once more into Syria as an agent of the noble lady
of Quraish, Khadija. The nobility and ability with which he discharged his duties impressed
the lady Khadija. In spite of the disparity of age between Muhammad and Khadija, a marriage
was arranged between them.

The marriage proved a very happy one though she was 15 years older than he was.

This marriage gave him rank among the nobles of Makkah. Throughout the 26 years of
their life together he remained devoted to her. There always éxisted the tenderest devotion on
both sides. This marriage provided him with the rest and freedom from the daily duties,
which he needed in order to prepare his mind-for his great task, and beyond that it gave him a
loving heart, that was the first to believe in his mission, and that was ever ready to console him
in his despair.

Children :

Khadija bore him seven children : sons and 4 daughters but the sons all died in infancy.
The daughters long survived. The next 15 years after his marriage was a silent record of
spiritual communion, preparation and looking inward. Muhammad rich with his alliance with
Khadija, and Abbas, the brother of Abutalib, were the most opulent citizens of Makkah.
Wisdom :

When the Prophet was 35 years of age the people of Makkah wanted to rebuild the Ka'ba,

because it had been damaged by the floods which covered the valley of Makkah at that time.

The tribes of Makkah cooperated with each other to rebuild the Ka'ba, because it was an
honour for them, and all the Arab tribes.

All the Arab people respected those of Makkah and regarded them as the people who
looked after the House of God. When they started building they came to the place where they
had to replace AlHajar AlAswad, the Black Stone. From this moment the arguments started;
who could have the honour of putting the stone in its place ? Each tribe wanted to have this
honour. They started arguing, and this almost led to a fight. Some of them called for a fight,
and blood bath threatened Makkah. The wise leaders of the tribes recognised this as an
extremely dangerous situation and they wondered what they could do to prevent this tragedy.
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SPOTLIGHTS ON THE LIFE OF THE
PROPHET ( Peace and Blessings be upon Him )
BY

Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye
Islamic University

Madinah

His Birth

Muhammad the prophet was born on the 12th of RabiAwwal, ( the 29th of August, 570
A.D. ). In accordance with the customs of the Arabs, the child was confided during early
infancy to a Bedouin woman of the tribe of BaniSaad, and upon being returned by her to his
mother Amina he was brought up with tenderest care.

His father, Abdullah, had died before he was borh, in the course of a journey to Yathrib
(Madinah ), in the 25th year of his age. He was bereft of his mother when only 6 years of age.
The doubly orphaned child was thus brought up by his grandfather Abdul Muttalib. Towards
the year 579 A.D. he lost his grandfather also. On his deathbed Abdul Muttalib had confided
him to the care of his uncle Abu Talib. In the house of Abu Talib Muhammad passed his
_ early life.

Early Life :

His early life was not free from the burden of labour, for he often had to go into the desert
to watch the flocks of his uncle. Abu Talib, like his father and grandfather, carried on
considerable trade with Syria and Yemen. He transported to Damascuss, to Baara, and other
places in Syria the dates of Hijaz, and perfumes of Yemen, and in return brought back with
him products of the Byzantine Empire.

Muhammad accompanied his uncle and guardian on one of his mercantile journeys to
Syria. During this period it was opened before him the scene of religious degradation, and
social misery prevalent in the world.

Silently and humbly, with many thoughts in his mind, the solitary orphan boy grew from
childhood to youth.
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Allah (S<5 v~-) says :

““O you who believe, Fasting is prescribed for you, even as it was
prescribed for those before you, that you may ward off evil.

Fast a certain number of days, @nd for him who is sick among you, or on
a journey, the same number of other days, and for those who can afford it
there is a ransom : the feeding of a man in need, but who does good of his own
accord, it is better for him : and that you fast is better for you if you did but
know.

Ramadan is ( the month ) in which was revealed the Quran, a guidance
for mankind, and clear signs for guidance, and the Criterion ( of right and
wrong ). And whosoever of you is present, let him fast the month, and
whosever of you is sick or on a journey, let him fast the same number of other
days. Allah desires for you ease. He desires not hardship for you, and He
desires that you should complete the period, and that you should magnify
Allah for having guided you, and that peradventure you may be thankful.

And when My servants question you concerning Me, then surely I am
nigh. I answer the prayer of the subliant when he cries onto ME.

So let them hear My call and let them believe in Me, in order that they
may be led aright **.

[ From Suratul-Bagarah v. 183-186 |
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Say, “If the ocean were an
ink-well for the words of my
Lord, the ocean would run out
before the words of my Lord run

out, even if twice as much ink

were provided.”
(Qur’an 18:109)
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