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living in, which he noticed in the scholars of his time, in particular the Shafi ‘ee
scholars — that of blind following, disassociated from the actual evidences of the
legal texts. He demonstrated the methodology of Imam ash-Shafi’ee himself, which
was to rely on the original sources.

It i1s not possible to completely understand the noble goals of his
encyclopedic work, or the methodology which he wished to employ, except by a
critical reading of this introduction. And it is through this introduction that we find
his concern of correcting the methodology of figh of his time, and calling for a
return to the Quran and Sunnah in each and every matter of difference.

In fact, he stated the same himself in one section on his introduction when he
said, “Since the time that Allah has blessed me to be busy with the knowledge of
this religious law, I have always desired to compile a work that would combine the
differences of opinions, and the agreements, and the evidences of the Quran and
Sunnah. This would serve — by the blessings of Allah — as a call to return to the
‘Initial Matter’, and that was the methodology of the early scholars in extracting
the rulings from the two sources, in light of the opinions of the early generations,
trying to understand them, and choosing the strongest opinion from amongst
them... Instead, we find that the custom of every single author amongst our
companions, and others besides them, is to cling stubbornly to his school of
thought, and to find the statement of his Imam to be correct in all that he said.
Rather, it is obligatory on all of us to be objective in all concerning which there is a
difference of opinion, and to pick the correct opinion based on that which conforms
with the two sources: the Quran and Sunnah. If this were to be done, the difference
of opinion will be removed in many matters, and only a few difference would
remain, as you will see in this book, Allah willing. And I hope that in this book I
have exemplified the commandment of Allah: ‘So if you differ regarding anything,
take it back to Allah and His Messenger.””

And this excerpt summarizes in a clear manner the goals of Abu Shaamah in
compiling his encyclopedic work, of which only this introduction — which I believe
has served its purpose - is left. And it this introduction, there is sufficient solace to
be found for those who are eager for the original work.

Written by:
Djamel Azoune
The City of the Prophet y
YVVYVEYY AH

azounedjamel(@hotmail.com
Cellular phone: + 2 YYVAY1
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In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful

Introduction

All praise is due to Allah, and may peace and blessings be upon His
Messenger y As to what follows.

Imam Abu Shaamah al-Magdisi (°44-112 AH.) thought of compiling an
encyclopedia of figh (Islamic legal law) which would combine all the chapters of
figh, along with the various opinions and their corresponding evidences, and the
strongest of these opinions. He entitled his book, “al-Iim al-Jami’ bayn al-Figh
wa al-Athar,” (“The Combined Knowledge Between Legal Law And Prophetic
Narrations™). As an introduction to his work, he wrote a lengthy treatise in which
he explained the methodology that he would employ for the book.

Due to the length of the work, and the fact that the author felt that his time
would come before he was able to complete it, it appears that he included this
introduction in a separate work of his entitled, “al-Kitaab al-Marqoom fi Jumlat
min al-Funoon” (“The Printed Book On Various Sciences”), which is a book in
which he compiled treatises on miscellaneous topics. He placed this introduction as
an introduction to this second work as well. Therefore, this introduction in reality is
an introduction to two separate books of his.

Unfortunately, he was not able to complete his encyclopedic work of figh
that he had envisioned, as he passed away before its completion.

So this introduction may rightly be entitled, “An Introduction to the
Anticipated Book that Calls to the Return of the Initial Matter,” where the
‘Anticipated Book’ is his monumental work of figh, and the “Initial Matter’ is the
way of the early generations. And from this it is clear that those who considered
this introduction as a summary of his large work are mistaken.

So based on all of the above, it gives us great pleasure to announce the
publication of this introduction (based on two handwritten manuscripts). It is a
sincere plea from a great scholar to return to the ‘Initial Matter’, which was the
methodology employed by the early generation and scholars in researching each
issue in light of its evidences, and not blindly following the opinions of other men.

Indeed, Abu Shaamah plunged into this field with ferocious bravery, and
with scholarly knowledge. He criticized the intellectual quagmire that he was
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